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Our Vision
By embedding our values-based, high expectation approach to
learning and behaviour, we believe in developing the whole-
child. What do they need today? What do they need tomorrow? 

We strive to give children the knowledge and skills to achieve
their full potential and be successful lifelong learners who
value their emotional health and wellbeing. WHA is a place
where no time is wasted and ‘where every opportunity 
shapes a life'.



Our Values



Our Safeguarding Team
We are here to help
If you are worried about anything, at home or in school, or have any
safeguarding concerns please speak to a member of the safeguarding team.
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Inclusion 
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Introductions: Reception Team
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The Classes
Across WHA, each year group has a theme based on ‘British values’
Reception classes are named after British animals

R Squirrel R Rabbit R Hedgehog 

Mrs Janes
Class Teacher

Mrs Chinnery
Class Teacher

Miss Hawkins
Class Teacher



Jessie is our school dog and lives with Mrs Snowden and her family

She has a very calm temperament and is hypoallergenic 

Jessie became a school therapy dog in June 2026. 

She will always be on a lead around the school.

No child with work directly with her without
 permission from parents 

Meet Jessie



Parental controls in place on ALL apps and platforms on your child's device.
Set passwords to restrict access
Restrict timings
Be involved 
Ensure you are aware of age restrictions on apps and social media and the
risks they present to young children.
Use age-appropriate apps such as YouTube Kids, Sky Kids, BBC iPlayerKids,
Be mindful of ‘ads’ and ‘pop-ups’
Be aware of apps that use AI, such as Snapchat or Instagram
Under 2s: Avoid screens altogether. The only exception is shared, interactive
family activities like video calls with relatives. 
Ages 2 to 5: Limit total screen time to a maximum of 1 hour per day (less is
better). 

Online Safety



Positive Behaviour  
Hot Chocolate Fridays
House Points 
Half-termly value badges 

A-F G-L M-R S-Z



School Uniform
Pride
Appropriate and smart black school shoes (maybe
Velcro)
Named uniform (All of)
Only branded uniform that must be worn is PE tops
More information in the welcome pack and website



Girls
Grey (not black) skirts, grey trousers are permitted
Burgundy jumper/sweatshirt or cardigan
Pale blue blouse/polo shirt
Grey or black socks or tights
School tie* (optional)          
Pale blue/white check dresses for summer        

Boys
Grey (not black) trousers
Burgundy jumper/sweatshirt
Pale blue shirt/polo shirt
Grey or black socks
School tie* (optional)
Grey shorts for summer

School Uniform

Shoes
Flat black shoes or black trainers 
(no logos or other colours visible)



On PE days children are expected to wear their WHA
house colour t-shirt.

This is the only branded part of the uniform we ask our
parents to purchase. 
Trainers (for outdoor sport) – plain black or plain white
Plimsolls or trainers (indoor)
Tracksuit or jogging bottoms and a sweatshirt for winter
 
Tracksuit, jogging bottoms & sweat tops need to be a
plain, dark colour (navy, black, dark grey) with NO
pictures, writing or patterns.

PE Uniform



Hair must be tied up. 
Any hair accessories must be in school colours.
All black shoes. The children can wear black trainers,
but they must be ALL black.
No hoop earrings.
No nail polish.
Label everything!

Uniform



Lunches

Pabulum Catering 
Complete dietary form 
Universal free school lunches
Weekly menus on website
Must order before 8am on that day 
Please speak to Mr Overton with any additional
concerns with eating or food
No nuts, chocolate, sweets, fizzy drinks or hot food
Small chokeable food (eg grapes) to be cut



Our Curriculum 



Early Learning Goals 



Reading



Maths 



50 reads



10 age-appropriate levels of challenges
aimed at developing independence,
confidence and resilience

challenges broaden horizons and develop
awareness of others and our world

completion of each level earns your child a
certificate and metal badge

Junior Duke



Zones of Regulation



General information 
Thursdays are specific PE days 
Please ensure children come to school in the correct PE uniform.
Reading books will be changed once a week.
Well-being days- Children can wear their own clothes to school.
After school clubs- Some clubs will be available after school for children to attend in
the Summer term



8:30am- Soft Start (Drop at metal gates in Reception garden, children can walk in)
8:45am- Day starts/register 

3:15pm End of School Day
Parents to wait outside classroom doors
R Rabbit and R Squirrel parents please line up
If you would like to speak to the teacher, please wait to one side and wait until all children
have been dismissed
If pick up is later than 3:25pm, this  will result in a late fee charge

Timings of the day



Weather 
Unpredictable 
Continuous Provision
Weather is not a factor, great learning opportunities 
Named raincoats 
Named wellies 
Named umbrellas
Named scarves and gloves
Sun cream (before school)
Names hats and sunglasses



We follow the ELS (Essential Letters and Sounds) programme via Oxford Owl.
Children have daily lessons and activities  
we ask that you read the decodable text provided by the school at least five times
across the week. 
Spending 10 minutes every day reading with your child will hugely support them on
their journey to becoming an independent reader.
Children will receive a new decodable book every week based on their reading ability. 

Phonics/Early Reading



Reading for 10 minutes, at least 5 times a week
Where applicable 
Weekly challenge- more information to come soon

Home learning 



Local park trip- Den building/Nature Art- Date TBC
Christmas Theatre Trip- Date TBC

Trips



Important information 
Medical Needs

Please share
Medicine taken in school to be prescribed by a doctor 
Child’s name must be written on the medicine
Arrange a meeting with our Welfare Officer  

Allergies and Dietary Requirements 
Please share information with us 
No nut school 

Birthday’s
No sweets, chocolate or food to share
Shared reading book
Birthday sash and hat 



Thursday 1st October
Much of our funding is decided based on the school
census on Thursday 1st October 2026.

The number of hot lunches eaten on this day is one of the
ways that this funding is calculated.

We normally have a special menu on this day. Please
order a meal to help secure the best possible funding we
can for our children.

School Census



Tuesday 15  September th Well-Being Day - British Values 

Thursday 1st  October Census Day

Thursday 15  October th Well-Being Day- Black History

Friday 16  Octoberth Individual and Sibling Photos  

Wednesday 21st October Parent Consultation Meetings

Monday 26  October- Friday 30
October 

th th

Half Term

Monday 2  Novembernd Inset Day

Dates for the diary



Reading diaries 
Parent’s evenings
Website
WHA App (PIOTA)
Newsletters
Instagram @westernhouseacademy
SLT on main gates
EYFS staff 

Email class teachers:
rrabbitwha@theparkfederation.org
rsquirrelwha@theparkfederation.org
rhedgehogwha@theparkfederation.org

Mr Overton’s email
doeywha@theparkfederation.org

Keeping in touch 
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